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Making Life More 


Difficult 


HPHE SEASON of mass escapism now 
over, ihe emptiness and normally of 
the New Year brings us back to earth with 
a thud. Although our Government is 
not so cynical as to instruct a soldier 
to dress up as Santa Claus and distribute 
presents to peasant children he'd only too 
Cheerfully bum with napalm any other 
day of the year, our leader^ brand of 
cynicism, though milder, is rational in 
that they deduce that If they can get the 
masses to spend heavily at Christmas, 
then a society for whom affluence is the 
goal, will ignore a small rise in the cost 
of living. 

On January 16 bus and rail fares in 
London will go up, while on the same 
date British Rail are also putting their 
increases into operation, though the 
announcements of these impending rises 
were not made concurrently, the London 
Increases being announced in conjunction 
with the then Minister of Transport Tom 
Fraser's plans to tackle London's traffic 
problem. 

The British Rail Increases are only a 
weary repetition of what has gone before: 
popple will continue to pay more and 
more for a service which grows worse 
and worse and which is already divorced 
from its function of serving a com¬ 
munity's needs. Many people have 
learned by personal experience what 
buffet tea Is like, and only the lazy and 
ignorant, and the unfortunately old for 
whom walking is difficult, need drink it. 

What has angered many people and 
mystified them into the bargain is what 
possible connection fare increases have 
with bringing some sense or order to the 
traffic chaos. The obvious sensible 
arrangement would have been to have 
brought fares down to something like 
their 1950 level. (This of couse is only 
an arbitrary date but it goes without say¬ 
ing that many people would look back 
to that time quite wistfully now.) 
Motorists would be encouraged to travel 
to work by tube or bus and also, with 
cheaper fares, buses might well be full 
to capacity nearly all the time, and even 
with the cost of fuel, the LT could be 
making a profit after the first year of the 
plan, instead of having to make a timid 
approach to the Government for a sub¬ 
sidy some time next year. 

Motorists would be kept off the dty’s 
main arteries and, as a "Panorama' pro¬ 
gramme showed, 59 people on a bus 
travel op an uncongested road as com¬ 
pared with those same people driving 
their own cars, often only one person to 
each car. This indeed is another "plan' 
that’s planned against those who can't 
help using the facilities provided; in fact 
another example of phoney "Socialism’ 
after fifteen years of reactionary rule 
by the dear old Tories. 
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The continual war against the motorist 
is to oc kept up, so now it's an actual 
disadvantage to own a car, it one takes 
into consideration what one cannot, 
rather than can, do. At present every¬ 
thing is in the melting-pot of indecision. 
Fraser Introduced more powerful parking 
restrictions and a tentative plan for an 
annual tax (£2 has been suggested as a 
fair sum) for cars entering congested 
cities. Though on the one hand a cer¬ 
tain amount of business will have to be 
done in the city every day, while one 
hopes that invalids will be given free 
access and consideration because for 
most of them their carriages are their 
only means of getting further than the 
front door. 

For years now the car has been one 
of the capitalist gods; the Government 
have never been slow' to capitalize on 
this form of wish-fulfilment, so now the 
capitalist's biggest headache is caused by 
the very thing they've been urging us to 
acquire through unremitting advertising 
techniques, down all these years. The 
ludicrous catastrophe depicted in the 
cartoon film "Automania 2000' even seems 
a real possibility. The build-up, as more 
and more people acquired cars could be 
seen clearly enough, but nothing of any 
significance was done by the Tories, while 
MB r'Tnng. 

solve only naif the problem. 

I agree something must be done to 
avoid the possibility of day-long jam* 
and also getting people to and from work 
more quickly. The traffic problem is 
worse in America, the Long Island 
Express Motorway having become out¬ 
dated as soon as it was completed* In 
this country the Victoria line and a pro¬ 
posed express bus service from Victoria 
to Marble Arch will help relieve con¬ 
gestion * but what has been needed all 
these years was a plan to tackle motoring 
problems as they arose instead of waiting 
until chaos threatens. 

What about the mono-rail idea which 
seems to have a lot to recommend it, or 
even the helicopter, which could surely 
play a more conspicuous pan in every¬ 
day life? The Government's measures 
have a whiff of the police state about 
them, while there is a distinct possibility 
of London becoming a ghost city, or at 
least a very odd one. 

Public Transport has been allowed to 
languish until the "service' has become 
a disgrace. By motoring people could 
rum their backs on trains and buses and 
feel more Independent. Now the inten¬ 
tion h to switch back to the pre-car era. 

It would be nice to think that our public 
transport can rise to the occasion* but 
are London Transport the people to 
assume this extra burden? I think not* 
Public Transport would seem to be the 
easiest solution and the Number 1 
priority, but London Transport’s long 
record of flagrant disregard for both the 
travelling public and their own employees, 
will mean another tiresome journey back 
to square one. 

But what makes me angry is why the 
people have to be subjected to blatant 
robbery every time a new move is made 
in thus traffic problem. Fraser blamed 
wage costs, and added that even In¬ 
creased productivity could not counter 
the rise. I seem *o have heard this many 
times before. Naturally fares have risen 
when a wage increase has been granted 
because the employees desire a standard 
living wage* and the State makes sure of 
passing the buck to those who have no 
alternative but -to use the buses and 
trains. Fraser has since been relieved of 
his job, but his “ideas' stay; his excuses 
are feeble, when one considers just what 
the Government are prepared to spend 
their money on. President Johnson sent 
some representative of his over here to 
try and persuade Wilson to buy a new 
missile project; my guess is that Wilson 
won't have the guts to turn them away, 
and will be conned into buying this junk 


WRITING FOR a paper with 
™ limited anc * an limited 

ideas, one hesita^ 10 plunge into 
the whirlpools oi especially 

so soon after meB^ nnI £ tms matter 
of the Radical AS»“* and the Hull 
election. However. Mr, Peter Cado- 
gan. the Secretary the National 
Commiticc of l® 1 rca ^y pro¬ 
voked this by fiis prances in the 
current 'communions’ sheet of 
the National Cona^ae^. 

In the commutation he writes 
under the headiuiS Hun\ 'If the 
point of a demonit^on is 10 make 
a case in the way that cannot be 
dismissed (as a meeting or a press 
statement can be d smissed) then if 
some other way of making the same 
case offers itself tkj opportunity is 
not to be missed. *£een in this way 
a certain kind of electoral activity is 
part of me vocabulary of direct 
action. It all depsOds on how- it is 
done* Oar business is to get at 
public opinion and Duiid the inde¬ 
pendent peace mo^ment at one and 
the same time, Richard Gott is 
campaigning on a ^Haight peace in 
Vietnam platform 'os distinct from 
the compromising, vote-catching, 
image-worried part) hacks he is up 
against.' Peter Cadogan then quotes 
a report from Keith Burden (of 
Raoieai Alliance) on their prospects 
in Hull and concludes, 'Offers of 
help to the Agent, John Gittings, 
106 Gold hurst Terrace* London, 
N.W,6. Tel.; MAI 2716*' 

ironically enough this piece of 
confused thinking is accompanied in 
the same envelope as a policy state¬ 
ment of the Comnvntee of 100, one 
item of which is 'WE HAVE 
BROKEN WITH PARTY POLI¬ 
TICS (caps in original). We believe 
in the day-to-day mutual accounta¬ 
bility of individuals and groups. We 
have ceased to believe in dependence 
upon representatives and officials, 
Wc ure, in consequence, opposed to 
the present trend ,owards the coo- 
traiizauon 01 government.' 

One may take tne shifty but ten¬ 
able position mat the’ Radical 
Aliiance is not a p^hy, and < 

*iSSUme- .a,. ; h.' Ll) \ 


VOTING AS 
DIRECT ACTION? 


a real Parliamentary candidate and 
the Radical Alliance (miniature 
though it is) is a real political party* 
if one may use the term. 

Peter Ctidogan appears to take up 
the position that the Hull election 
is an opportunity of putting forward 
the propaganda views shared txrh 
by the Radical Alliance and the 
Committee of 100. IncidentailyShe 
final line of the 'communication’ 
about offers oi help contradicts -*;e 
policy idea of 'decentralization' for 
apparently the Hull electorate is 
being wooed from N.W*6. > 

It is quite true that the Hull by\*- 
election highlights the issue of Vie’- 
nam and Richard Gon's intervene; 
makes possible a defeat for the 
Labour candidate, and following on 
this the possibility of Harold Wil¬ 
son’s reconsideration of his position 
with a smaller majority or no 
majority at all. 

But all this has no relevance to 
the issues to which the Committee of 
100 was dedicated. As Thoreab 
said. 'All voting is a sort of gaming, 
like chequers or back-gammon, with 
a slight moral tinge to it, a playing 
with right and wrong, with moral 
questions; and betting naturally 
accompanies it/ Obviously Peter 
Cadogan is willing to put the Com¬ 
mittee of IGO’s shin on, an outsider, 
but the left-at-the-post bookies of 
Tribune and The Week have backed 
the TU horse (which is of quite 
another colour). 

The performance of the Tribune 
and The Week in the equine field 
remind one more of the circus (in 
the words of James Maxton) than of 


yV is a starisnc 


-ar paayj, not a ^ 

one like the answer to 'How' many 
sheep make a flock?' One may also 
take the position that Radical 


one can 

assume- ihui Ltic to 'Waen the racecourse, for they appear not majority. 

czT only to be riding two horses St never ex 
once, but two going In different 
directions. Does Peter Cadogan 
seek to emulate their feat on two 
horses—Election and Direct Action? 

Peter Cadogan's claim That a cer¬ 
tain kind of electoral activity is pan 
of the vocabulary of direct action’ 
is correct if ii refers to 'voting with 
your reef and in a limited kind of 
way is correct if it means making 
that hallmark of illiteracy, a cross, 
on your ballot paper but after that 
direct action your candidate is on 
his own; either into the obscurity of 
a failed candidate or into the 
obscurity of our successful member 
who goes on his own sweet way or 
the way laid out for him by his 
party* 


Alliance is purely a political experi¬ 
ment and Mr. Richard Gott (DV) 
is quite unlikely to be elected, and 
moreover, in this unlikely event, he 
will be a good member in opposition 
to Mr. Wilson's 'baddies’; as my 
old mother used to say 'Oppon unity 
is a fine thing’; furthermore, as 
Donald Rooum said once in a de¬ 
bate with, and apropos of, the $PG£ 
'Every whore was a virgin once’. 

If the candidacy at Hull is purely 
symbolic, why not have a symbolic 
candidate? A crocodile or a horse, 
for example, but nothing can hide 
the impression that Richard Gott is 


The only word in anarchist voca¬ 
bulary (or Lhe procedure at Hull is 
a fear-letter one* The is a 
surrender of the ability to rect 

action. It may be that Vicuumi is 
not a situation where wc (the people 
of Britain) can take direct action but 
all one can do at Hull is to get ia 
on The act* Without minimizing ihc 
issues of the Vietnam war what has 
Hull to do with Vietnam? The kick 
of interest of the British population 
in the Vietnam war is painfully 
obvious, otherwise why does Harold 
Wilson get away with it? 

h is quite true that Richard Gott 
is in a strong position to blackmail 
Mr. Wilson on the Vietnam Issue 
but the Opposition and the Liberals 
have a sinister loyalty to this 
Government especially when it is, ax 
it so often is, in favour of the status 
quo. 

It is to be hoped that Peter Cado¬ 
gan is thinking aloud for himself 
only and that these 'communica¬ 
tions’ do not represent the policy 
of the Committee of 100. If they 
do represent the policy of the Com¬ 
mittee of ICO* it is to be hoped that 
they will think again, even if they 
only revise their policy statement 
which now stands eontradicred by 
their secretary. 

To conclude with a better writer 
and thinker on voting—H, D. 
Thoreau in Resistance to Civil 
Government, 'The characters of the 
voters (in an election) is not staked. 

I cast my vote, perchance, as I 
think right; but I am not vitally 
concerned that right should prevail* 

I am willing to leave it to the 
Its obligation, therefore, 
exceeds that or expediency. 
Even voting for the right is doing 
nothing for it* It is only expressing 
to men feebly your desire that if 
should prevail. A wise man will not 
leave the right to rhe mercy of 
chance, nor wish it to prevail 
through the power of the majority* 
There is bui little virtue in rhe action 
of masses of men. When the 
majority shall at length vote for the 
abolition of slavery, it will be be¬ 
cause they are Indifferent to slavery, 
or because there is but little slavery 
left io be abolished by their vote. 
They will then be the only slaves. 
Only his vote can hasten the aboli¬ 
tion of slavery who asserts his own 
freedom by his vote*’ 

J*cfc Robinson* 


Down with The People' 


ContiniMd on pftg* 3 


T he people newspaper is pub- 

li&h&d in London every Sunday and 
has a circulation of several millions. It 
has a mainly working class readership 
and therefore must concern itself with 
the problems of the working class. It 
makes an effort to be a ‘crusading’ paper 
and has learnt that as long as its 'tone’ 
is righteous, the meaning and the pur¬ 
pose can safely be authoritarian and 
spiteful. Last Sunday’s issue contained 
a scurrilous attack in typical fashion on 
Roy Mills, one of the husbands, who 
cannot stay with his family at King Hill 
Hostel. (See attached statement by the 
Friends of King Hill.) 

If you wish to stroll down the sewers, 
the contents of the People of this Sunday 
may interest you. On ihe from page 
there is a couching concern for the 
privacy (or private parts) of Prince 
Charles. "Why don't they lay off him? 1 
asks the righteous headline. The story 
contains all the dirt, of course, that is 
safe for the People ro print. No such 
caution governed Mr- Hugh Farmer 
whose filthy attack on the privacy of a 
working class woman appears ccx* to it. 
This woman escaped from a prison 
hospital so that her child may he bom 
free. This was four years ago and since 
then she managed w bring up hex son 
until dear Mr. Farmer, earning a crust, 
tracked her down. S^iti this jubilant 
journalist; "For nearly years Jessie 
Brown has been on the ran from gaol 


bringing up a son who has learned to 
tear a knock ai the door. Yesterday I 
found her.' And he informed the local 
CID without payment Said the local 
CID man: "As far as we are concerned 
Mrs. Brown is still wanted* Our men 
will be going to the house to interview 
her. If she is fit she wifi certainly be 
taken Into custody. 1 From the reluctant 
tone of this man, he would rather not be 
involved, unless his hand is forced by 
this nasty article. 

Back to the Crusades! On an inside 
page there Is an article and photograph 


which could easily be of the King Hill 
Hostel. It is in fact the story of another 
concentration camp. Next to the heading 
"1966—But we let our own human out¬ 
casts live like this' there is a caption:, 
‘Britain 1 966 ... as washing drips over¬ 
head in the bare depressing living room 
of Barnsley's Model Lodging-house, Mrs. 
Elisabeth Palmer sirs stirring a favourite 
mixture of the inmates, Dead Man’s 
Dumplings'. Good thing she did not 
live in the equally depressing King Hill 
Hostel, because to correct the balance 
that was chosen for an attack by the 
slimy-sweei schizophrenic editor of the 
People. This article by Pat Elston is an 
example of suggesting falsehoods by the 
omission of truths. 

R, 


Inaccuracies & Distortions 


MR ROY MILLS, the 34-year- 
^ old father of six who spent 11 
days for contempt of court last 
November for defying a Kent 
County Council rule at the hostel 
for homeless families at West 
Mailing, announced that he would 
he taking legal action for defama¬ 
tion of character against the 
Sunday newspaper The People, 
which has published an article 
purporting to show that his present 
difficulties were the result of his 
own irresponsibility* 


A spokesman for the Friends of 
King Hill, the organisation cam¬ 
paigning on behalf of the hostel’s 
residents, announced their full sup¬ 
port for Mr. Mills in his action. 
"The article contains serious inac¬ 
curacies and distortions. We 
regard ii as a vicious attempt to 
discredit the struggle of the home- 
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one individual,* 
of the 






























books? 

We can supply 
any book in print 


NEW HOOKS 
A Hie 


Bill N a ugh ion 25/- 


CHEAP EDITIONS 

Love Without Fear Eustace Chesser 5/- 
Boys and Gifts Together 

William Saroyan 3/6 
Up the Junction Nell Dunn 2/6 


SECONDHAND 

The New Social Democracy, J. H. Harley 
(damaged) 5/6; The Problem of Leisure, 
Henry Durant 4/6; Scoltsboro Boy, Hay¬ 
wood Patterson and Earl Conrad 5/6; 
Roads Co Freedom* (worn) Bertrand Rus¬ 
sell 5/-; The Modern Movement in Art, 
R* H Wilenski 4/«; An Epic of the 
Gestapo, Sir Paul Dukes 6/6; Stalin, 
(faded) Henri Barbusse 3/6; The Greek 
Way, (ed.) Kathleen Freeman 3/-; The 
Emperor’s Clothes* Kathleen Nott 5/-; 
Fall Out, (ed.) Antoinette Pine 5/-; 
Saving Children from Delinquency, 
D H. Stott 6/-; Die Odds Against Us, 
Hans Werner Richter 3/6; The Bulwarks 
of Peace, Heber Hart 3/-; Population* 
Harold Wright 4/-; Talks on Town Plan¬ 
ning, H. V Lanchcster 2/6; The Ethics of 
Socialism, Ernest Belfort Bax 3/6; Vol¬ 
taire; the Incomparable Infidel* Joseph 
Lewis 4 s Race and Racism* Ruth Bene¬ 
dict 3/6; Tbe Land our Larder, George 
Godwin 3/6; The Sea Lady, (damaged) 
H. G. Wells 3/-? Before the Deluge, 
Mark Atdcma 3/6; Forward from 
Liberalism, Stephen Spender 5/-; Mr* 
Dooley's Opinions, Peter Finley Dunne 
4--; Fontatnara* Jgnazio Sifonc 3/6; Sun¬ 
set Song, Lewis Grassie Gibbon 3/6, 


Fraodom Bookshop 



17( MAXWELL ROAD 
FULHAM RWR Tel: REN J7M 


FREEDOM PRESS 
PUBLICATIONS 

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM 1 


Vol 
Vo! 

Vol 
Vol 
Vol 
Vol 
Vol 
Vol 
Vol )0 
vol n 
Vol 12 
voi n 


1952: Postscript to Posterity 
1953: Colonialism on Trial 
1954: Living on a Volcano 
1955: Tbe Jjnmorai MoraliiU 
1956: Od and Troubled Waters 
1957: Year One—Sputnik Em 
1951: Socialism in a Wheelchair 
1959: Prim, Pre*a A Public 
1960: Tbe Tragedy of Africa 
1961: Tbe People in the Street 
1962: Pilktofton v. Beeching 
1961. f orces of Law and Order 


Each vol unit paper 7/6 doth 10/6 
The paper edition of the Seiecfiotu t 
available to readers of FREEDOM 
ai 5/6 poet fiee 

VERNON RICHARD* 

Mala tesla His Ulc and Ideas 
doth 21/-; paper 16/6. 


A SHORT WHILE ago a letter ap¬ 
peared in FfennoM, signed by mem¬ 
bers of the CNT in exile, protesting 
against the tendency by members of 
the CNT in resistance, to collaborate with 
others in building up a labour movement 
that would be recognised by the Franco 
regime. The signatories rightly pointed 
out that those who collaborated with the 
Franco regime would only he involved in 
its downfall, But they gave no real 
practical lead to the Spanish workers 
other than exhortations which, in many 
cases, arc older than I he people who 
hear them It docs not really matter if 
one is accused of giving ‘utopian* and 
unrealistic solutions to world problems: 
what is terrible is when no soluiions can 
be given at all. (In the Arab*Israeli 
conflict, for instance, not only can radical 
thinkers be found on cilher side but 
nobody even thinks of a ‘utopian* solu¬ 
tion* so that even professed pacifists can 
only recommend war ) It seems that in 
Spain the most advanced revolutionaries 
can do no better than lo utter such 
slogans as ‘Boycott Spanish Produce' 
this appeared in a supplement to 
Freedom (as a protest against the murder 
of Ferrer, 60 years ago) and would not 
pass amiss amongst self-styled revolu¬ 
tionaries if reprinted today, 

A RETHINK 

There is an urgem need for the CNT 
as a whole to rethink its whole policy 
and approach. It has now spent longer 
in exile than it spent in Spain! In 1936 
wc were told it was not the lime to 
criticise certain trends. It is at least 
about lime. After over a quarter of a 
century of continuous totalitarian govern¬ 
ment, the Spanish situation is a matter 
of concern to all revolutionaries. It is 
no more a purely national concern than 
a stinking cesspool is a purely local con¬ 
cern. Nor is the mere fact of having 
spent one's early life in Spain an essential 
qualification for understanding it. 

If* now, many Spanish Resistance 
workers arc inclined to accept conces¬ 
sions by the regime* this is not enough 
to damn them completely. In agreeing 
to collaboration, they no doubt have in 
mrnd collaboration with other workers, 
and the shifting of the trade union or 
syndical struggle into legally recognised 
channels. They have not necessarily 
agreed to collaboration with the regime, 
notwithstanding the Press reports. It is 
however said that no totalitarian regime 
would allow legal existence to a labour 
movement if it did not feel that it could 
libtain its collaboration. But it..should be Oue_.by one. J he 


WIUHier Mk 

CHI! 


‘new order' capitalism inside Spain? So 
the CNT in Spain might argue. 

Can it not now be recognised that a 
great deal of action I ha I has been taken 
since 1936 was completely mistaken? Too 
often Spanish revoTttlionartes in exile are 
like the Bourbons who Teamed nothing 
and forgot nothing’ during their emigra¬ 
tion. The constant Communist Party 
accusation against Spanish Anarcho- 
Syndicalism was [(fat it was ‘irrespons¬ 
ible'. We cun now see from a dispas¬ 
sionate view of th<f Spanish war that the 
whole trouble was that they were not 
irresponsible enough. Precisely by 
accepting the whole responsibility for the 
war against fascism, they had to bear ihe 
brunt of sacrifice. Because they did 
their best for unity* they compromised 
and lost ground-only to be vilified in 
the history textbooks as the ‘f omen tors 
of an uprising behind ihe lines!' They 
withdrew- from Catalonia lo defend 
Madrid—had they gone on to take Sara¬ 
gossa, tbe two great cities of Saragossa 
and Barcelona, with their overwhelming 
anarchistic sympathies, would have been 
able to resist the Stalinist pressures and 
betrayals. As a result. Saragossa re¬ 
mained in the hands of the Army garri¬ 
son and Madrid was lost anyway, and 
the textbooks still follow Communist 
Parly dicta that Ihe ‘Anarchists wished to 
stay in Catalonia * , , they would not 
help defend the Republic 1 . The Com¬ 
munist Party, which betrayed the struggle 
throughout (and it is significant that even 
while the struggle was going on, plans 
for the Hitlcr-Stalin Pact were afoot— 
there was only a period of a few months 
between the defeat and the Pact), receives 
all the credit in the textbooks. The 
Anarchists made all the compromises. 
Why? And need they do so any longer? 
Who are the allies they can rely on now? 


borne in mind that if this is the idea of 
the CNT in Spain—namely, that it might 
be able lo collaborate with other sections 
of the working-class if it allows some 
concessions to the bourgeoisie—this is no 
more than has long been the policy of 
the CNT in exile or for that matter 
during the civil war,' It has been taken 
for granted, ever since 1936, that it is a 
desirable thing to obtain maximum unity 
of the workers (hence the pacts with the 
DOT* the socialist trade union-even in 
Catalonia, where it represented only the 
lower middle class) and collaboration 
with the ‘democratic' parties. If one can 
unite with Republicans and Socialists 
outside Spain—representative as they are 
of 'old order' capitalism—why not with 


was considered csstiruia f tothe dPfekt of 
Franco have capitulated or disappeared. 
The eminent liberals in exile have long 
since become assimilated* or have 
returned to Spain, 

Many Spaniards were quick to seize 
another illusion as soon as it presented 
itself. ‘Churchill will liberate Spain! 1 So 
said a newspaper Cronica Ohrera „ pub¬ 
lished in London in 1940. (I showed it 
to someone in the Foreign Office then 
and asked him for his comment, ‘But 
Franco has already liberated Spain/ he 
said naively,) The war over* The Allies 
have betrayed Spain V The only pari of 
Spain that Great Britain was interested 
in preserving was Gibraltar! It may 
well have been difficult to face that 


Spain could not be liberated from with¬ 
out, and that fascist tyranny was 
ensuring that it could not be liberated 
from within. 'March to the Spanish 
Embassy!' I have never understood 
what the faceless imbeciles inside the 
Spanish Embassy were expected to do 
when an indignant crowd was outside— 
wire f ranco to resign at once? Report 
that his regime was unpopular? Go 
home? Without wishing to oppose those 
who with good motives and willing hearts 
demonstrated against Spanish Embassies, 
power does not reside in the Embassies, 
What resides in them is the pomp that 
hangs on to the coat-tails of power, it 
would he at least more significant to 
march on the Banco EspaiioJ or 
Westminster Cathedral. 

A BACKWARD COUNTRY 

But ihe hard fact is that if no moves 
have been made that have seriously 
jeopardised Franco in the last couple of 
decades, one primary reason is that it has 
almost been impossible to shake the 
regime. Not merely because it is founded 
upon military terror, which in itself has 
not saved many other regimes, but 
because of ihe fact that Spain is a 
backward country, and was reduced by 
Franco to feudalism. 

Those who foresaw that Franco would 
push Spain back in the scale of nations to 
a feudal society were not merely rhetori¬ 
cal. they were right. It is because Franco 
reduced Spain to feudalism in the midst 
of the 20th century—and he could 
never have done this without the aid 
of both the nobility and the Church— 
that the workers have no power. Power 
rests in their hands in a capitalist 
society, but the capitalist revolution in 
Spain is only beginning to break through. 

The 'old order' of Spanish capitalism*— 
by the liberals. Freemasons 
and "Socialists of the Ncgrin and Prieto 
schools-—was rudely shaken and smashed* 
The ‘new order 1 of Spanish capitalism is 
growing up despite the essential feudalism 
of ihe regime. Thus the transformation 
which is taking place within the regime is 
both concerned with the preservation of 
law and order'—albeit feudal law and 
fascist order—and ultimately with the 
ending of feudal-fascism. The capitalist 
fences inside Spain today are not the 
idealistic modernists of yesterday, but the 
hard-faced men of business who arc 
determined to make the country pay* The 
Army* the nobility, the Church, are alt 
blocks to progress and every capitalist 
country has had to subordinate them by 
one means or another. 


Anarchist Federation of Britain 

Co-ordinating Secretary; Frank Hirsh field. 4 Albert St, London, N.W.L 
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louden Anarchist Group 1&2 

'Lamb and Flag*, Rose Street, off Garrick 
Street, London, W.C.2. (Lcioceter Square 
tube) 7 A5 p.m All welcome 
Sundays 

/AN 9 Robert Bar limp 


WANDSWORTH LIBERTARIANS. 

Correspondence lo Tony Cadrnan* 116 
Tilehurst Road* Earlsfield* London, 
S.W 19. 

4fh Friday of each month ai 8 pm. at 
David Bell's, 19 Aberdeen Road* High¬ 
bury, N.5. 


PROUDHON 

What u Propeny? cloth 42F 


AIKXANDEE BERK MAN 

ARC of Anarch tom paper 2/6 

HERBERT READ 

Poetry A Anarchuam paper 2/6 

ALEX COMFORT 

Delinquency 6d 

PA I I EJ TYJlAflfER 
Anarchtim (Seven Exponent! of the 
Anarch tit Philosophy) doth 21/- 

ROCKER 

Nationalism and Culture 
doth lib 

f * i \ KJ..KS MARI IN 

1 tarda a Free Society 2/6 

JUIIN HEWETSON 
Ill-Health, Poverty and the Stair 
doth 2/6 paper I/- 

VOIJNfc, 

Nineiecn-Seventecn (The Russian 
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12/6 
The Unknown Revolution 
(Kronstadt 1921* Ukraine 1918-20 

doth 12/ 6 

E. A. GUntlND 

The Expanding Environment 

ril I net rated) beards 1/6 


OHMGI BARRETT 

ffKe Fine Pereon (Selection*) 2/6 


Tike HWkbua/d Jtingk 

JAN 16 Sid Parker 
Atu/duiui Vi’ffciu SmiaBtit! 

J AN 23 Trcedoro' 

Ktadera, Writer! and Sellers mriTing 

Public Meetiafi every Sunday Hyde Park 

3 pin C urretpondence to David 
Houghton 10 Gilbert Place, W ( J 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

3fd Wednesday of each month at Jack 
Robinson and Mary Campas, 21 Hum 
bold Rd. S W6 (oil King's Rd.j, 8 put 

laitl Thursday in mouth Ai George 
Hayes', 174 M cl rod Road, St 2 
led Friday at Jinan Ijealic’l, 242 Afire* 
bury Avenue. SW2 (Slieathani Hill, 
Nr Station) 

3rd Friday of each month at 8 pm ei 
Donald A Irene Roman's* 148a Fallows 
Rued* Swim Cottage, N.W J. 


REBtONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND 0R0UPS 

A HI KID 1 J N GROUP* Meal* at the 
Add phi 2.30 every Sunday Correspon¬ 
dence In L N Mitchell, 137 Liiuftli Gate, 
Aberdeen 

AMI I SI V GROUP IN Herts* S Bed* > 
Meeting* on first Friday of month i *»* 
respondent to Peiet and Maureen Lord* 
102 Stoll old Hoad, Arleiey* Beth 

BEXLEY ANAHIHISI GROUP. Cat 

fopomJeficc to Paul Wildish, 2 t ttmbriati 
Avenue. BarnehurfU Kcni 

BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Detail* of meeting! from Petal Neville. 
12 South Grove, prdini*oa, Blum, 23 

BRLYIOI. FEDERATION* Enquiries to 

tan Vine, 3 Freeland Place, HolweIJs* 
Bristol* 8. 

CARDIFF ANARC HIST GROUP* Con 
tact Mika Crowley* 36 Whitaker Road. 
Treoiorfa, Cardiff 


DUNDEE GROUP contacts: (1) Bob 
and Una Turnbull, 44 Peddle Street 
Dundee. Meetings at 44 Peddie Street* 
Dundee, every Saturday at 3 p.m, (2) 
Sheila Whittaker, 64 Polepark Road* 
Dundee. 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 
ONE* Correspondence to Robert Lynn, 
2b Saracen Head Lane, Glasgow, Cl. 
MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP* 
Contact: Mike Mitchell* 3 Bake well 
Road, Droylsdcn. Meetings alternate 
Tuesdays, 8 p m. at the Lord Nelson. 
Chapel Street, Manchester. 

ILFORD LIBERTARIANS* Regular 

meetings and direct action contact 212 
Vicarage Road, Leyton, E.10. 

MERSEYSIDE FEDERATION, 
Enquiri**: Barbara Rsottsaw, 4 Clareao* 
Road* Devonshire Park, Blrkeahred, 

Cheshire. 

NORTH WEST ESSEX* Meeting* on 
the finrt Saturday of each month at 
7.30 p tn at Robert Hu t it ropy The 
Old Vicarage, Rad winter, near Saffron 
Waldron. January meeting on ihe Nth. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP, 
ftuockholt, Nr Scvenoakt* Kent Evary 
iU week* at Greenwayi* Knockhoh 
Phone: Knock ho It 2316 Brian and 

Maureen Richardson 

OXFORD ANARCliftST GROUP. Con 
tact II G. Mdlor, Merlon College* 
Otford 

HEADING ANARCHIST GROUP* 

Meets second Tuesday of month at 
Friends' Meeting House. Church Street 
(oil London Street) 8 p m. Correspon¬ 
dence: Phillip Lord, 160 Castle Hill* 
Reading. 


AGAINST THE CAPITALISTS 

The factor (hat counts in Spain today, 
m short, has nothing lo do with the old 
piny groupings. Royalists and Carluts 
have a curious museum quality which 
they have given to Republicans and 
Constitutionalists The Spanish capitalist 
has a hard task in the transformation of 
a feudal economy, but he at least is no 
nationalist, and it is the international 
consortium of finance thm wants to 
develop and exploit Spain and is frustra¬ 
ted hy the present persistence of 
feudalism. In this struggle the workers— 
who originally bore the brunt of the 
revolution* and tost against international 
intervention or they might have skipped 
the capitalist phase in Spain's history- 
have no realistic part to play. The in¬ 
dustrial struggle is not directed primarily 
against Franco* but against the capitalists. 
It h true that no totalitarian regime can 
do anything but suppress the workers in 
such a situation. But it may possibly 
recognise the Disraelian doctrine of en¬ 
couraging the working-class to organise 
against the capitalists provided that they 
leave alone the parly of feudal land- 
owners. 

No feudal regime can however stand 
forever against the encroachments of 
capitalism. The capitalist forces are 
bound eventually by sheer economic 
power to dominate the country. It is 
not for a revolutionary body to choose 
allies between one and tbe other. The 
downfall of Franco will mean that there 
will be pressure to grant 'democratic 
government* in which capitalism can best 
function* The sheer wealth of the 
nobility has enabled them to avoid assi¬ 
milation with the capitalist class by 
marriage, as was done in England, but 
it has involved them in a common 
interest with that class since only the 
parliamentary bourgeoisie of the ‘new 
order’ will stand between them and social 
revolution. 

Surely therefore the role of the CNT 
and one that is still possible for it to 
play* is in its traditional role of organiser 
of the workers’ economic interests? It 
becomes an anachronism as a para¬ 
military organisation when the war is 
long since over and there is no great 
likelihood of its renewal. That in parts 
of Spain it must continue a semi- 
brigandical nature (because (hat is the 
only way in which peasants can resist) is 
inevitable; but unless il could undertake 
to invade Spain in a Gartbaldian fashion* 
it can have no stake in a sort of cold war 
from abroad* with occasional forays and 
consistent appeals for economic sanctions. 
On the contrary, if it could become, in-’ 
side Spain* the fighting anarcho- 
syndicalist organisation it once was, 
which could call strikes and win them* 
it would not matter whether the regime 
recognised it legally or not (provided 
that it did not become an integral part of 
the State, as the TUC is of the British 
State). 

A "MOVEMENT OF THE MASSES 

So long have many of its militants 
considered it time to 'revise traditional 
thinking’ about a-politkal action* that 
it may come to them rather as a shock to 
be told to revise their thinking in a more 
revolutionary direction* It is time to 

Continued on peg* 3 


SOUTH ALL ANARCHIST GROUT* 
Get in touch with Roger Sandell, 58 
Burns Avenue* Southall* Middle*©*. 
WEST HAM ANARCHISTS* Contact 
Mr. Karl Taylor, 98 Clova Road* Forest 
Gale* London* E,7. Meetings on Wednes¬ 
days. 

SURREY ANARCHISTS are invited to 
meetings on the first Thursday of every 
month at Chrii Torrence 1 * (63 Nortii 
Street, Corshnltoe. Surrey—pteo** nag 

three times). Meetings 7.30 p.m. 


PROPOSED GROUPS 

!■'DIN BURG II (Revival). Get into touch 
with Ian Healey* 47 York Place* Edin¬ 
burgh, 1* >f interested. 

LEICESTER TOWN & GOWN, Get 
into touch with P. Gibbon, c/o Students’ 
Union, Leicester University. 

LEWISHAM* LONDON* SJE* Have 
baby Can’t travel Seek sympathisers/ 
comrades in area Mike and Alison 
Malet. 61 Granville Park, S,E.l 3. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, Anyone in¬ 
terested gel in touch with Bob Yorke. 69 
Grunt bold Avenue. Raunds, Welling- 
borough, Northanls. 

NOR1HOLT ANARCHISTS* Projected 
formation of group contact Jim Huggon* 
173 Kingshill Avenue* Northolt* Middle¬ 
sex or Mi** Jean McLean* 6 Epsom dose* 
Northolt Park, Middle*©!, 
SCARBOROUGH. Any anarchisl-minded 
persons please contact John B, Fectcnby, 
29 Cambridge Street, Scarborough, Yorks. 


ABROAD 

NEW ZEALAND. Auckland Anarchut 
Group. Public Meetings every Sunday 
ia Myers Park at 2 p.m. 



































LETTERS 

& Controversy 


Masochists, 

Please Note ! 

Dear Comrades. 

Arty masochist, fanatic or similar 
character prepared to come to the frozen 
North and organise, co-ordinate and 
write letters like this, for Scotland's (if 
no! Britain's) biggest, most active YCND 
group? Wc offer the following attrac¬ 
tions: bed, food* fags and the almost 
certain prospect of early arrest. 

Comrades interested in the organising 
of major demonstrations (legal or illegal), 
who can use a typewriter, duplicator or 
a printing press, and preferably good 
public speakers, please apply as soon as 
possible to lan S. Sutherland, Jnr, 576 
Hoi bo ume Street, Aberdeen, It may be 
possible for us to pay a small wage—wc 
hope! 


Whither GNT P 


Continued from pa 90 2 
‘revise* the whole concept of political 
action—collaboration with the State, col¬ 
laboration with oilier political parties, 
formation of rival governments that do 
not even get recognised by the exiles 
themselves, manifestos that are not read 
in Spain, manifestos that are reed in 
Spain precisely because the shrewd 
Spanish police know they will help to 
scare the middle-classes. * , There is 

no room for an Anarchist Party, in Spain 
or anywhere else! If one is going to sell 
out, one can have a more reasonable and 
compromising name! — the name 
‘Socialism* has sufficed for a variety of 
sinners! And indeed, why even a Liber¬ 
tarian Socialist Party when one can have 
a Democratic Sodaf/st Party and gel the 
support ot so-and-so. . , The reason 

the CNT won a place in the hearts of 
the Spanish workers between 1911 and 
1936 was because it was a movement of 
the masses, that grew up out of their 
economic struggles. To that position it 
should return* 

POSTSCRIPT: 

How can the Spaniard in exile contri¬ 
bute to such a movement? I repeal a 
contention I argued in these columns 
once before: that the main contribution 
he could make would be one that would 
mitigate the police terror, namely, the 
publication of a ‘Black Book* of the 
terror, giving specific names and crimes. 
(It has been pointed out lo me that this 
could be prosecuted in England as 
criminal libel; but it would in fact be 
quite legal in Mexico and several other 
countries.) Its existence would be a 
salutary reminder to Spanish officials 
that they might one day have to account 
for crimes committed against prisoners. 
The experience of German Nazism shows 
that the reaction by hordes of minor 
officials would be to 'cultivate a friend* 
who would testify for them; few State 
officials, other than those of considerable 
importance, would be prepared, certainly 
at this late stage, to defy it by continued 
criminal conduct. It is partly with 
something like this in mind that the 
Franco regime uses courts-martial, rather 
than judicial procedure, to deal with 
political trials, but not all Army officers 
are heroes—least of all in Spain where 
*m war-time they run; in peace-time they 
shoot the people* (Baroja). 

Internationalist. 


Will you leave u* looking for a bureau¬ 
crat? Potential leaders step forward! 
Aberdeen Ian S, Sutherland, Jnk. 

Not radical enough 

Dear Friends, 

Flattered as I am about Ron Pearl's 
high opinion of my article in Anarchy 57 
(Freedom T 1.12.65). I'm afraid he'll be a 
bit disappointed to find ihat on the 'Love 
Thy Policeman' issue I’m more with Art 
Juntunen (30.10.65) than with him. So 
as he may just as well recommend me as 
Art Junluncn to my article I ^ould 
think that he\ failed <0 get 11 central 
point in it, 

A real change in our relationships with 
people around us, and so—if it ever 
spreads far enough—a real change in 
society, will come when wc don't respect 
someone only when he docs something 
wc approve of (By ‘respect* I don't mean 
'love*, because to try to love everyone in 
a real sense is like trying to spread half 
a pound of butter over five thousand 
loaves. And 1 don't necessarily mean 
‘have a high regard for*, because for 
most people there arc some people whom 
they can't. What I mean is to have 
sufficient concern for them as people to 
have no wish to harm them.) The real 
change will come only when people don't 
put the label 'anarchist* or 'policeman* 
or ‘whathaveyou* on someone as a licence 
to hate. Any radicals who aren't radical 
enough to make that fundamental change 
rn themselves which leads them to have 
concern for people (not because they're 
good, or party, members or anarchists), 
but because they're people, may, if they're 
very lucky, effect a change in society's 
institutions, but not the basic change in 
society that Art Juntunen* Ron Pearl and 
I would all welcome. 

Mora! : There's no virtue in exclusive 
brotherhood: even the Devil cares for 
his own. 

Yours sincerely, 

Stanmore, Middx. M akshall Colman. 

Nothing in Common 

Dear Comrades, 

f find myself in the rare but pleasant 
position of being in agreement with an 
article by Jack Robinson, His article in 
Freedom of December 38, was very good 
indeed, this 'Voice* group are a very 
great threat. They speak of Nationalisa¬ 
tion under worker control, yet this is a 
eonmdiction in terms. 

For all their anti-Wilson talk, they 
have not got the gtits to vole against him. 
According to what they say the present 
Labour Party is the cause of all evil, 
why then don't they get it out, was it 
so much worse under the Tories? 

Libertarians must always attack and 
expose this cancer of Parliamentary acti¬ 
vity, When I had the misfortune to be 
a Trot, this shower were around, they 
drove me to anti-parliamentary methods. 

The whole concept of leader must also 
be attacked, a left-wing leader is no 
better than a fascist one. We have 
nothing in common with these people. 
Some comrades may be taken in by them. 

I can only plead, please be careful. Don't 
bum your fingers, remember the lesson 
of working with the CP in Spain. 

Fraternally, 


OUT OF THIS WORLB 

Theft on a Commercial Scale, Man is Told’ 

-Fulham Chronicle 


Hit news 01 the woRt O published the 
most revolting picture l *> come oui of 
Vietnam, of two American soldiers 
decorating a Christmas 1rcc in no-ma is¬ 
land. The Christmas <rucc thawed but 
the peace game was being played, with 
considerable publicity by President John¬ 
son. Nevertheless the Americans released 
art atrocity siorj (of mutilation of Ameri¬ 
can wounded) that J was date-fined 
December 20. Two Germans were shot 
whilst escaping from Fifl Berlin lo West, 
The Daily 1 Vorkrr reports GDR news¬ 
papers as saying, 'The people responsible 
for this provocation would soon have to 
answer before a courtd World opinion 
will be fully informed m the background 
of these provocations." It was revealed 
(in the Worker) that ‘Wo East Germans 
who escaped earlier to December used 
stolen American army car number-plates 
and uniforms, h wa» further revealed 
(not in the Worker) chill other escapees 
had used stolen Russidj uniforms. Two 
American negro soldi mk were sentenced 
to imprisonment in PofaJam, E. Germany 
for assisting escapes fhc two American 
soldiers released by NLF arc under 
arrest at Okinawa on charges of ‘having 
aided the enemy*. 'Vietnam uncer¬ 
tainties/ says the Gutflians market re¬ 
port, 'have been : i‘pied for the late 
arrival of the seasoned upswing,' The 
Dow Jones industrial average had fallen 
6,57 to 959*79. On naCovery, Bethlehem 
Steel increased prices (for their product, 
their shares increase® by $Ll 3 in the 
first half-hour of ( Ifeg after the news. 
Workers at a US gun 4wder factory went 
on strike for more poj 


1 

1 
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Tin BRITISH NATiona! paHTy, according 
10 the Smith Lundor Pre\s, is aiming to 
improve its image. 1 'With methodical 
campaigning,* John fiin. National Orga¬ 
niser, told the SLP, Svc are now con- 
centra ting on showing the people of 
Deptford that the It!# man has not got 
two horns and a tail * 1 the Daily Worker is, 
it is reported, si lng to change its 
title. . , . 

_ Ek „ 

Die north -west surrey Consumer 
Group in a surve> cl Santa Clauses at 
big stores found to many were bad- 
tempered and fretful One spent half 
his umc shouting Ht*y up' to the man 
at the upstairs gi:t#uie, another had 


no lime for the children, a third, although 
he was kind lo ihe children looked as 
1 hough his robes could stand a good 
wash*. The Dm7y Express revealed that 
the Queen has a new 'ghost 1 writer for 
her Christmas Day broadest* , * , 

Tin national council for Civil Liberties 
has protested about the Government's 
failure to announce the names of 
members of the Race Relation* Board 
without whom the Race Relations Act 
cannot be put into effect. Five hundred 
Indian workers continued their strike for 
the fourth week at Hayes, Middlesex, 
they are asking for a closed shop , . , 

SIR BERNARD AND l.ADY DOCKER announced 
that they were not sendiig presents at 
Christmas. *We boih feel that Christmas 
has become far too commercialised and 
time has come to draw’ a halt. We shall 
make an exception for the family cm c 
and for those people who look after uv’ 
Lt.-Gen. Nguyen Van Thieu* head of 
South Vietnam's government, handed out 
Christmas presents to US troop* at Da 
Nang and inspected a new machine-gufr 
that can kill a man at 2,000 yards. . . * 

Two south VIETNAMESE mountain tribes¬ 
men were publicly executed in Pleiku for 
their pari in a rebellion against ihe 
Saigon Government on December 17. 
(This was not mentioned in the Da»ty 
Worker *) . . 

Trohn lysinko, formerly head of the 
Agricultural Academy and Genetic Insti¬ 
tute in Stalin's regime, was found to be 
virtually a charlatan by the highest 
scientific authorities of the Soviet 
Union* . , . 

Two families in Stourbridge, Worcester, 
and Warrington, Dines*, exchanged the 
same Christmas card for the last twenty 
years. They rub out the name of the 
sender each year and insert their name 
In pencil . . > 

In a cabinet re-shuffle the Minister of 
Aviation became Home Secretary: the 
Home Secretary became Lord Privy Seal; 
the Minister of Overseas Development 
became Minister of Transport; the Lord 
Privy Seal became Colonial Secretary; 
the Colonial Secretary became the 


Minister of Overseas Development; the 
Deputy Defence Secretary has become 
ihe Minister of Aviation and the Minister 
of Transport has left the Government , , 

Russia has net up a Research Institute 
of Cosmetics and has started fashion 
notes in its newspapers. In New Delhi 
police rounded up hundred* of homeless 
vagrants and look them to communal 
shelters Many protested at this since 
ihe shelters cost 2 d and are allegedly 
verminous. The Home Minister answer¬ 
ing this criticism said lo one vagrant, 
'You may have bed bugs even here in 
your blanket.' *YeV said the man* ‘but 
at least they are my own bed bugs,* . , , 

An rae staging post at Salalah on the 
South Arabian coast sent a package of 
frankincense for the Christmas Crib at 
St. Clement Dane's, thtJIAF church* . . * 

The daily mirror headlined Harold 
Wilson as ‘The Man of the Year' and 
‘Cassandra* (Mr, William Connor) the 
Mirrors columnist was knighted . . * 

A lieutenant in the United States Army 
was sentenced to two years' hard labour, 
a dishonourable discharge and forfeiture 
of all pay and allowances for disrespect 
and conduct unbecoming an officer for 
taking pan in a demonstration in 
November against ihe Vietnam war* A 
US jet pilot in Vietnam according to 
Look said. Bombing’s a job. We’ve had 
the best training in the world, we've got 
the best equipment and we’re good. I’ve 
dropped over forty Ions of bomb* on 
North Vietnam because if* what I've 
been training to do for the last twenty 
years. Results? We never see them* 
They're someone else's job.' , . * 

It is possible, says the Guardian science 
correspondent that an anti-world exists 
made up of atoms and anti-mat ter, being 
a mirror image form of the universe, 
populated by anti-sum and anti- 
planet** , . , 

Four Australian boy* claimed the world 
record of 231 hours on a seesaw They 
beat the record held by a Yorkshire club 
by 81 hours. Ion Quixote* 


Other People’s Prejudices 


Liverpool 13 


Vincent Johnson. 


<11m HOLD OPINIONS, other people 
have prejudices,' said Tony Gibson 
during his talk to the London Anarchist 
Group last Sunday. He said he enjoyed 
his own prejudice*, [ He would mention 
two of them. His |reutest prejudice was 
against Christiana His favourite quote 
was from Shylock’sj i hate him for a 
Christian*. If he met 1 'decent' Christian 
he would be agreeably surprised, but he 
would still hold on to his prejudice. He 
noticed ihe same attimde by antisemites 
who would usually have a Jewish friend 
who was different. He was also pre¬ 
judiced against the military, though less 
prejudiced against the professional 


Making Life More Difficult 


Continued from page I 

by Uncle Sam’s spivs. 

Tentative ideas have been mooted 
about 'free' transport, the Tree' part be¬ 
ing a catch, since taxpayers fork out 
enough already. Transport must be made 
to pay its own way, though not repeatedly 
at Joe Soap's expense, but by encouraging 
him 10 travel. If people were made to 
fed that public travelling was a comfort 
and not a burden, things like wage costs 
would be kept more within limits. The 
LT would have to wake up with their 
'planning' of time-tables which, at pre- 
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sent, are nonsensical, when the first bus 
on a route finishes fourth by the time the 
destination is reached, or perhaps the LT 
play a kind of game modelled on the 
'Ben-Hur' chariot race, and which the 
public don't know aboui. And if changes 
are to be made, how about sacking that 
useless party of semi*redundant ‘inspec¬ 
tors’ who are the dead-wood of the com¬ 
pany? 

This is a very clear case where people 
positively need to an for themselves. 
Anarchy, too, will mean responsibility** 
the responsibility of bunging continuous 
and concentrated notice of society’s irre¬ 
sponsible actions on a problem which is 
decidedly difficult, hm by no means 
impossible. Peace News have already 
highlighted this mailer, and 1 think if on 
the day in question (January 16) wc 
should influence people to stage strikes, 
or at ihe very least [make them think 
about Ihe situation. jThis is something 
we can do in conjdiction with Peace 
News since h would item that we are on 
mutual ground for a start, and although 
1 haven’t an exact idea what form the 
campaign should lake, some hard think¬ 
ing between now and January 16 will 
surely provide a solution towards putting 
effective propaganda around 

As I write this article* I notice ihe 
corned-beef, previously slated as being 
unfit for sale, is lo he re-markefed. Firstly 
we're robbed, then poisoned it seems. It 
won’t only be a difficult world in 1966, 
but a dangerous one as well. 

Ron Pf.arl, 


soldier, more against the Territorial Army 
who were the scum of the earth. He 
could go on, but feared that his own 
particular prejudices would prove boring 
to an audience that held plenty of their 
own. He would endeavour to examine 
how prejudice comes about. He thought 
prejudice meant its dictionary definition, 
to pre-judge* to judge behorehand* 

There were three main categories: 
(«) prejudice based on own experience; 
{b) second-hand prejudice, being in¬ 
fluenced by other people’s prejudices; 
(c) prejudice that was a real function for 
a person who must hate someone* 

A group of social workers attempted 
to evaluate people's prejudices in Cali¬ 
fornia. They prepared a questionnaire 
on the principle of the 'social distance 
scale’* A list of ethnic groups were 
given and people were asked would they 
admit members of such groups by 
marriage/as a friend/as a neighbour/to 
join the same occupation/to live in ihe 
country and finally should they be ex¬ 
cluded altogether. Just for fun bogus 
ethnic groups were also included in the 
questionnaire. These made-up nationali¬ 
ties were rejected by the Teal haters* 
whose English equivalent would say 
'Wogs begin at Calais’. 

Anarchists have always tried to combat 
the worst type of prejudices. Some pre¬ 
judices were immune to reason. That 
does not mean that we should not keep 
up a continuous barrage of reason* We 
also had our own prejudices. The back 
page of Fri-edom contained prejudice 
against the boss class. We should beware 
all dealers in prejudice and must realise 
that we are also an In-group'. Wc also 
have an emotional need to say: 'They 
are all a lot of bastards’* This is no 
justification for our rostrums and papers 
to become a platform of emotional orgy 
for people who share our prejudices. 

R 


You are the Enemy 

ffYUR biggest enemy in a nuclear war 
^ would not be the enemy force, but 
the civilian population* Our biggest need 
would be for an armetf force to pul down 
anarchy'—so said Mr. Andrew Fountajne 
at a meeting of SwafFham RDC (vide 
Eastern Daily Press , 21 12 65). His speech 
drew applause from other members* states 
ihe report, Mr, Founiaine, arguing the 
case for a Territorial Army, stressed that 
'the only force between the public and 
anarchy in a situation like this would be 
a very thinly scattered polke force. Every 
day the powers of the police were more 
emaciated . * * the only other force in 
peace and war capable of carrying out 
law and order was the TA\ 

Making it quite dear that the enemy 
was the civilian population, Mr, Foun¬ 
ts ine stressed That after a nuclear explo¬ 
sion The civil population would go mad 
with fear and desire, and the police force 
would not be able to cope. The only 
other organisation which would be 
accepted would be the TA—without the 
TA we would be at the mercy of the 
enemy’. 

The newspaper report concludes, The 
majority of members supported Mr* 
Fountaine’, 


Bitter Victory 

T HE GREEKS had a word for it* A 
Pyrrhic victory. Dave Cunliffe in 
Blackburn is now reflecting that 'another 
victory like that would do us in’. Tina 
has been ’laid off again and there is 
not enough money to re-print The Golden 
Convolvulus , or the charges of Wells 
Fargo or Carter-Paierson to transport it* 
Then there is also Ihe matter of legal 
costs* £500 it was, so donations are 
urgently needed to Dave Cunliffe at 
11 Clematis Street, Blackburn, Lancs. 
By the way for those interested there is 
a good article on the case in New Society 
(January 1 issue) by Ray Gosling. 


Subscribe to Anarchist Journals, 
boost our oireulation in 1966 
and please keep us out of the rod l 
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On Strike 
at Woolfs 


XTEARLY 600 WORKERS, at the 
R Woolf Sc Co, rubber factory 
at Southall have now been on strike 
for five weeks. They are mostly 
Indian and Pakistani immigrants 
who stopped work following the 
suspension of a worker by the 
management with no prior consul¬ 
tation with the shop stewards. Other 
issues, such as a closed shop and 
increases for tower paid workers, are 
also involved. 

Their union, the Transport and 
Genera! Workers' Union, has made 
the dispute official, but so far has 
not paid out any strike pay. A union 
official has said that only those 
whose dues were fully paid up at 
the start of ihe strike will be given 
benefit while the rest, probably ihe 
majority of those involved, will get 
nothing. It seems that many of the 
workers at Woolfs have been dis¬ 
satisfied with the TGWU and have 
let their contributions lapse. This 
dissatisfaction stems from an earlier 
dispute, when militants were sacked 
and the union gave no support, so 
it is no wonder that these workers 
have become disillusioned- These 
immigrant workers have done a ter¬ 
rific job of union organisation at 
Woolfs. It has taken them two years 
to achieve it and before this, there 
has been no effective organisation 
there for nearly 30 years, 

BREAKING JOB 
ORGANISATION 

We know that the unions are part 
and parcel of the capitalist system 


Contact Column 

The Secular League. Britain’s only 
secular/freelhought society, wants 
association with all progressives. 
Aims: Equality for all, in tern ati anal- 
ism—united from the bottom—no 
pontiffs or political careerists wel¬ 
come. S.A.E, for principles and 
objects: J. A, Millar, [39 Elm Road, 
Section 4. New Malden, Surrey. 

Hurry’ Hurry! Hurry! 

‘Festival of Fools’ closes January 9 
at New Merlin’s Cave, Margery 
Street. W.C-L LCS Singers' Club. 
Club members admission 5/-, Non¬ 
members 7/6. January H and 9. 
7.30 p.m. 

Badges. CND symbol in red and black 
with inscription ’Make Love not 
War*. For sale at 5/- a dozen or 
ft for 50 post free for 10d. each 
post free) in aid of ‘Resistance’. 
Orders to 'Badges’, 3a Highgate 
Road, London, N/W.5, 


and that they are a means of 
disciplining the rank and file. There 
are, nevertheless, many employers 
who will do their utmost to prevent 
any union organisation or recogni¬ 
tion in their factories. Woolfs are 
one of these and they seem deter¬ 
mined to break up the job organisa¬ 
tion and to try to force the men back 
on their terms by making the 
dispute a long one. 

So far, the strikers have stuck it 
out. They have been given credit at 
shops and caffes owned by Indians 
and Pakistanis and their landlords 
have forgone the rent. What other 
support has been forthcoming? A 
‘round-the-clock' picket line has 


rrVHE DEVLIN REPORT on the Docks 
recommended that the ’blue uni on \ 
the National Amalgamated Stevedores 
and Dockers, be given a place on the 
Docks Modernisation Committee, with 
other unions. In accepting this proposal, 
the leadership of the *blue union’ agreed 
to stop the recruiting of workers at ports 
outside London. The Transport and 
General Workers* Union stipulated this 
as a condition of allowing the NASD on 
to the Modernisation Committee. 

While Mr, Barrett, the General Secre¬ 
tary of NASD, was witling to pay this 
price in return for ‘respectability', mem¬ 
bers in the northern ports did not like 
it at all. Union branches in Hull Liver¬ 
pool and Manchester have, in fact, in¬ 
creased their number of members, no 
doubt gaining some from the TGWU 
who were dissatisfied. The subscriptions 
of these new members have been sent 
back by the union officials at the London 
headquarters, over 100 to Hull and 200 to 
the Manchester branches. NASD 
branches in the North are taking legal 
action against their National Executive 
Committee. They say that not only is 
this ban on recruiting contrary to their 
union rule book, but also that they fear 
that it will lead to eventual control by 
the TGWU in these ports. 

TOP LEVEL DEAL 
Those parties who are interested in 
implementing the report of the Devlin 
Committee see the NASD union as an 
obstacle to this and the place on the 
modernisation committee was granted in 
order to placate the union’s executive 
committee, Jf the northern members of 
the NASD continue recruiting, it could 
hinder the introduction of the measures 


been fairly successful in persuading 
lorry drivers not to enter the works, 
but members of other unions are 
still working and are said to be 
doing the work of the men in dis¬ 
pute, This is a tine state of affairs, 
about which the TGWU is doing 
nothing, not that they would achieve 
very much, for the obvious way to 
win this strike is by the efforts of 
the men themselves. They have 
achieved much in the past by these 
means and can do the same now. 

Regardless of what the union 
officials are doing* all work at 
Woolfs must stop and financial sup¬ 
port must be got from other 
factories, builttjng sites, etc., in the 
area. These strikers cannot stay out 
for ever and they must have support 
from other workers. So far, this has 
come mainly from the immigrant 
population of Southall, but now it 
must be extended Those on strike 
have done a marvellous job of union 
organisation, where others, in the 
past, have failed If these gains are 
not to be losi support will be 
needed from other workers, no 
matter what the^colour of their skin 
may be or from what country they 
originate. 

PX 


proposed til the report of the Devlin 
Committee. 

Of course this whole deal has been 
done at top level without consulting those 
it really concerns. These dockers are 
being denied the right to choose to which 
union they wish to belong. Even the 
Devlin Report admitted that the TGWU 
did not represent the dockers and that the 
rank and file thought that the union 
leadership sided with the employers. If 
the TGWU were noi militant enough, the 
NASD were too^giduant for Devlin’s 
liking. Now that they are achieving 
recognition, the executive committee of 
the NASD is rapidly changing its tune 
and consultation of its members, which 
might have been all right prior to the 
Devi in Report, has now gone b> the 
board. 

Workers, obviously, want to join the 
union which they think will offer the 
better deal, even to the extent of leaving 
one to join another. Many dockers are 
fed up with both ihe NASD and the 
TGWU and are joining the small indus¬ 
trial National Union of Portworkers. 
They arc entitled to their right of choice 
and nothing should interfere with this. 

Whatever union the dockers may 
belong to, they now face a critical period. 
There is no doubt I hat both the Govern¬ 
ment and the employers, including those 
outside the actual industry, see the 
dockers as the party whose interests are 
to be sacrificed for an ’efficient 
modernised* industry. What they mean, 
in fact, is that the dockers must work 
harder in order to serve the employers, 
who need this industry to import and 
export their goods. 

FT. 


BARRETT, NO MORE 
MEMBERS, PLEASE! 


Children’s Party, For the children at 
King Hill Hostel. January H (pro¬ 
visional). Toys, gifts and lots of 
help needed. Peggy Denny, 27 Fair- 
field Road, S.E.7 (GRE 2669). 

Contacts Needed. Long Beach, Cali¬ 
fornia, USA area. Get in touch 


Communication from 
National Committee of the CNT 


with Charles Levy, P.G. Box 743, 
Long Beach, California, USA 


B 


Accommodation. Couple wishing to 
‘legalise* quite soon; must find 
accommodation before doing so for 
selves and 2J-year-old daughter as 
soon as possible Cheap rent 
perhaps in return for some work in 
bouse, garden, etc. Town or country; 
anything, anywhere considered. 
Please contact Stella A. Fauser, 242 
Amesbury Avenue, London, S.W.2. 

New Poster 

War Want 

Waste Why? 

Politics! 

3fd. each plus postage. Orders to 
Bill Sticker, c/o 17a Maxwell Road, 
London, S.W.6. 

New Zealand Federation of Anarchists. 
Pint Annual Congress, December 
26 to January 6. Enquiries Box 
5455, Auckland Cl, NZ, 


Y MEANS OF THE Commission of 
Relations of the CNT in Great 
Britain a note has been published about 
which we fed obliged to explain, without 
the least desire to carry on a controversy, 
but merely to pul facts and people in the 
right perspective. 

It is no secret to anyone that the 
National Commiltec of the CNT in 
Spain maintains neither official nor offi¬ 
cious relations with ihe exiled confedera¬ 
tion. 

Now then, the National Committee 
neither had. nor has any intention of 
keeping itself confined within any 
frontiers, because il is under an obliga¬ 
tion to diffuse its messages, communica¬ 
tions arid appeals throughout the earth 
in order to establish lines of communica¬ 
tion with all the militants of the CNT 
whether or not they are in agreement 
with the judgement of the organization in 
Spain. 

In fulfilment of this duty it calls to 
the struggle as many militants who wish 


to take part, nominates delegations in 
all countries where it finds comrades 
prepared to be in direct contact with the 
National Commit lee in a task in conjunc¬ 
tion with tile CNT in Spain. To this effect 
it has established its overseas delegations 
and sub-delegations which support the 
agreement of ihe interior and who act 
under the direction of the National 
Committee. 

If from England, reproductions of 
circulars, documents and communications 
have been sent out*it is clear that this is 
not done on a single personal responsi¬ 
bility, nor will jt in future, for those who 
work in this way do it with the support 
of the CNT of the interior through the 
functions of the National Committee. 

Once more we should like to make 
dear that in Spain there is no ’Pro-ASO* 
National Committeec, but only a 
National Committee Quite simply, which 
fulfils ihc agreements of the Organization, 
National Committee, 
End of N ov en t 1965 
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Hobson’s Choice 


¥T DOES APPEAR that Fairfidds 
*■ Shipyard has been saved from ‘Carey 
Street’ at a price. Industrialists outside 
the industry arc jubilant, 'selling the 
trade union rule book 1 is something they 
have always wanted. The reason (for 
public consumption) is the elimination of 
so-called restrictive practices, higher pro¬ 
ductivity, higher profits, higher wages, 
all for the good of the country. Cutting 
through all this drooling sentiment, it 
means tearing down the workers’ 
defences, offering peanuts in terms of 
higher wages, rationalisation of labour 
force, forcing a labour surplus. 

Industrialists inside the shipbuilding 
industry would prefer to sec Fairfields die 
as one more competitor out of the way. 
Plus Ihc fact they could plunder the 
surplus skilled labour leaving the rest 
to go to the wall, 

The choice facing Fairfield workers is 
limited to say the least. Living in the 
capitalist jungle, as we do, it’s the sack 
or forcing the best out of a bad deal, 
added to which, Scottish workers have 
to contend with England’s favourite 
export to Scotland—‘unemployment’. 

Who are the sugar daddies putting up 
the cash? The Government, private 
enterprise and trade unions. If all goes 
well. Fair fields could prove to be a very 
profitable plum. With the unions having 
money invested, they will more than play 
ball. Lord Thompson is no slouch, hfc 
eye is always to the main chance, and 
his attitude to trade unions is well known. 
He is the man w T ho advocated a British 
version of the infamous American Taft 
Hartley Act. The proposed set up is his 
cup of tea. 

And if the worst comes to the worst* 
the workers can always take the can 
back, the excuse is ready made, ‘They 
refused to sell their souls’. 


UNEMPLOYMENT MUST NOT 
DECREASE 

AN INTERESTING PIECE of m- 
formation has come from the Mecca 
of capitalism. One of Johnson’s economic 
advisers is concerned about the unem¬ 
ployment figures in the States. Eight 
per cent of Negroes out of work and one 
per cent of all Americans unemployed 
for four months or more. To show con¬ 
cern at these figures is out of order, 
according to the chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers. He stated that 
any further Government steps to bring 
fuller employment contain inflationary 
risks for the economy. Now you know, 
the land of plenty is not for all, least of 
all for those on Skid road. 

GEORGE BROWN GIVEN 
THUMBS DOWN 

rpHE NATIONAL UNION of Bank 
1 Employees is going ahead with its 
pay claim and to hell with the Prices 
and Incomes Board. This heavenly body 
recommended that banks staffs should 
receive no further salary increases until 
early 1967. The union is demanding 
£1,250 to £1,750 a year for the cashiers. 
Also bank workers should reach the top 
of the basic scale by the age of 25 instead 
as now at 31, We realise, of course, 
that Bankers are doing rough that’s why 
the NUBF wage demand is so modest, 
we can settle in our sleep, the demand 
will not send Ihe Bankers skint even if 
they pay out in full. 

wot: no bread? 


rpHE BAKERS’ UNION are waiting 
not too optimistically for the findings 
of the PIB on their claim for an interim 
rise of £ l a week. 

Bakery workers were literally stabbed 
in the back by the Government through 
George Brown and the PIB. it is fairly 
obvious that bakery workers would have 
forced the increase from the employers 
but the Government came to the rescue 
(of the employers). 

The wage they are demanding is £15 a 
week minimum — big deal — especially 
when you think of the money the 
Government pours down the drain every 
day. There is no doubt about it this 


present Government is the finest Tory 
Government ever to hold office. 

If the PIB do not come across with 
the £1 Lent will start early this year. 

DEFEAT FOR ‘LABOUR ONLY’ 

A HIGH COURT judge refused to stop 
*** industrial action being taken by three 
officials of the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers. 

The NURTW officials were trying to 
outlaw a ‘Labour only’ contractor, by 
forcing the main contractor on the sue 
to terminate its contract with the ‘labour 
only 1 outfit, NURTW wants all its brick¬ 
layers la be employed directly by fhe 
main contractor. 

This is an important struggle to win, 
it is the Barbican dispute over again. 
Building workers have been fighting 
‘labour only 1 contractors for years, and 
will continue to fight until they are run 
off the sites. This struggle will not be 
won in a court of law* only by direct 
action on the site, and it is heartening to 
note action is increasing. 


PAPER TIGER CRUMBLES 

'T'HE TUC HAS accepted the idea of 
compulsory notification of wage 
claims and price increases, 

Suggested penalties for failing lo 
notify, £50, Five hundred pounds for 
deliberately supplying false information 
with fines for men who go on strike while 
their claim is being considered by the 
PIB. The idea is for the Government to 
get an enabling Bill through Parliament, 
so that, if the voluntary system proves a 
complete failure, compulsory notification 
can be enforced. 

During the TUC debate, George Wood¬ 
cock found himself with unusual bed¬ 
fellows, the left wing unions who urged 
the TUC to repudiate compulsory notifica¬ 
tion. The General Council voted 23 to 
12 supporting George Brown. George 
Woodcock argued that legislation to en¬ 
force an incomes policy should be 
rejected now and for ever He would 
prefer the TUC to wield the big stick. 

Lambeth Trades Council has been 
suspended by the TUC for organising a 
mass demonstration and lobby to protest 
against compulsory wage vetting Brother, 
if the TUC says black is white, then 
black is white, but thank goodness the 
rank and file disagree, let’s hope this type 
of disagreement becomes stronger, we 
have nothing left to lose but our bloody 
wages. 

Bill Christopher, 


PRESS FUND 

We Made It! 

WEEK 52, DECEMBER 31, 1965: 
Expenses: 26 weeks at £70: 

26 weeks at £80: £3900 

income: Sales and Subs,: £2918 


DEFICIT £982 


Koehampton; J,P, 4/-; Portsmouth: E.M, 
18/-; London, W.1Q: M.M 14/-; London: 

L. A.G. 2 £8 0s, 6d.; Northern Ireland: 

J. T. £2; Reading: Anarchist Group 3/-; 
Norlholt: Anarchist Group* 2/6: Minne¬ 
sota: M.A 10/6; Nottingham: R.G. 17 
Alberta: N.M, 12/6; Wellington, New 
Zealand: J.M, 5/-; London, W.CJ: M.G 
10/-; California: E.V. 16/-; Hendon: 

M. G, 4/-; Glasgow: A.J. 3/-; Chelten¬ 
ham: L.G.W.* £1; Birmingham; A.L. 
18/-: Scarborough: J.F, 3/6; Harlow: 

K. N 1/6, 

TOTAL £18 15 6 

Previously Acknowledged: £972 17 7 


1965 Total £991 13 1 


* Denotes Re gular Contributor, 

Many Thanks! 
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